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NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade Week 1: Lesson 1

Week 1: Lesson 1
GRADE 2 

Sketchbooks
Where do my drawings live? 

STANDARDS 
CCSS 2.SL.6 
Visual Arts Content Standards 2.1 

OBJECTIVES 
To meet and introduce each other 
To discuss that this class will allow them to draw, paint and create art 
To create sketchbooks for each child 

MATERIALS 
2 pieces of cardboard, each at 8.5” x 5.5” – for each student 
Piece of thick canvas material at 8.5” x 11” in dimension – for each student 
Pieces of colored paper or decorative paper- this is to create book covers that are 
more fanciful. If need be, they can have white label on the fancier paper to identify 
the author of the book 
Elmer's glue –2 large bottles for class 
Rubber matt used for cutting into (can find these in art stores – 2 for class 
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NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade Week 1: Lesson 1

Poker to punch holes into paper (not sure what these are called but something 
whereby they can lay their pieces of paper onto the rubber matt and poke holes 
through) – 2 for class 
Ruler – 2 for class 
Needles with large eyes 
Rolls of yarn of various colors 

Preparation: 
Teacher should review procedure for creating sketchbooks, gather materials and extra 
help for the class. 

Procedure: 
Teacher sets up an assembly line of the different stages and demonstrates. 

Stage 1: 
Lay colored paper or decorative paper down. Apply glue. 
Lay cardboard piece on top and glue down. (If it’s a colored paper and it’s 8.5” x 11”, 
flip your piece of cardboard so when it lays on top there is color paper all around it. 
This will become clearer as you finish the directions in this stage.) 
After gluing down one side, wrap other side of cardboard piece with decorative 
paper, applying it in gift fashion wrap style. Don’t worry if it doesn’t cover the whole 
cardboard. Glue down. 
Repeat with other piece of cardboard. 

Stage 2: 
Lay 2 pieces of cardboard next to each other, leaving about 1” gap between them. 
Apply glue to cardboard pieces 
Lay piece of canvas on top of cardboard and gap. Paste. 

Stage 3: 
Fold sheets of paper in half. 
Place them all together and open them up so you are laying out middle of book. 
With ruler measure and mark the following 4 points on inside open fold of book: 
1.25” from bottom; 2“ increments. There will be 4 points marked. 
Using poker, poke holes all the way through at these points. 
Depending on thickness of the book, this may need to be done a few times. 
Laying out the inside of your open book cover, mark the middle of the canvas strip at 
the same points. 
Younger children will need assistance with this stage. 

Stage 4: 
Place pages onto inside open layout of book cover. 
Measure enough yarn from top to bottom of book with extra for knotting. 
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Thread yarn through needle and knot end. 
Holding the cover and pages together, starting at inside of book pages at bottom 
point, thread needle and yarn through all pages and through canvas strip. 
Thread through canvas strip and into next point. 
Continue to sew book back and forth through points until end at 4th point (inside of 
book). Knot. 
This is a critical phase to make sure string is tight, pages are aligned, the book is  

 
Stage 5: 

Decorate cover of book with design, name of author, name of book, dates… 
Can use glitter, stencils, stickers, magazine cutouts, collage, etc. 
Can also decorate inside cover if want to leave outside as is. 

 
Wrap up:  
Introduce your clean-up routine to the children. 
 
Notes/Feedback: 

 

6



NUMII Curriculum: Art, 2nd Gradde Week 1: LLesson 2 

7



NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade Week 1: Lesson 2 

8



 
 

NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade   Week 2: Lesson 1

 
Week 2: Lesson 1

GRADE 2 
 

Nature Sculptures
Seeing Myself Through Nature 

STANDARDS 
Visual Arts Content Standards 2.1.2, 1.3, 2.1 

OBJECTIVES 
To create lasting nature sculptures 
To see qualities in natural materials 
To draw natural materials in their sketchbooks 

MATERIALS 
Rocks, sticks, flower blossoms, mosses, grasses and other natural materials 
Cardboard on which to place sculpture 
Wire or glue to glue sculpture pieces together 
Sketchbooks with pencils or crayons 
 

Preparation: 
Gather materials. 
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Procedure:  
Have students pick the materials they wish to sculpt. 
Allow time to create the sculptures. 
Discuss the qualities of the natural materials used in the sculptures. 
Once completed, each child may draw in their sketchbooks. 

 
Wrap up:  
Have the students clean-up using your routine. 
 
Notes/Feedback: 
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NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade        Week 2: Lesson 2 

Procedure:  
 Discuss that the mural made today will have caterpillars, butterflies, bees and other 

natural creatures set in a forest of trees and plants. 
 Using scraps of fabric and paper, the children will create the living beings to fill this 

forest. 
 When the mural is finished, it should be hung for all to see. 
 After cleaning up, the students should have time to draw in their sketchbooks. 
 
Wrap up:  
Have the students clean‐up using your routine.  
 
Notes/Feedback: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Teacher Supplement:  
Some information about caterpillars, butterflies and bees: 
http://www.gardenswithwings.com/factsinfo/articles/2009NL/PollinatorsAndFlowers.html 
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Week 3: Lesson 1
GRADE 2 

Art Takes Nature as Its Model – Painting Leaves 
Seeing Myself Through Nature 

STANDARDS 
Visual Arts Content Standards 2.1.1, 1.3, 2.1 

OBJECTIVES 
To create leaf paintings 
To discuss how everything in Nature comes in different colors, shapes and sizes 

MATERIALS 
Leaves collected from outdoors 
Watercolor paints in jars, brushes, water 
White paper for each student at least 12” by 14” or larger 
Sketchbooks and pencils or crayons 

Background Information: 
Children relate to the natural world. When they can see themselves as part of nature, 
they will respect and care for the natural world. 
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Procedure:  

Have the children look at the leaves spread out on table or floor. Ask them to 
describe the leaves. They may speak about colors, shapes, and sizes. Discuss that 
everyone on Earth and everything in Nature comes in different colors, shapes and 
sizes. 
Instruct the children to choose one or more leaves that remind them of themselves 
or someone they love. 
Give each student a piece of painting paper. 
Set up small red, yellow and blue paint. 
Have each child paint the colors of their leaf or leaves by picking one color, dabbing 
it on the paper and watch it spread, then add in another color in that leaf next to the 
first color and watch how the colors blend together. 
When finished and paper is dry, take one or more leaves and trace around them 
with a marker or pencil and display for the class to see. 
In their sketchbooks, they should draw the painted leaves. 

 
Wrap up:  
Have the children clean-up using your routine. 
 
Notes/Feedback: 
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Week 3: Lesson 2

GRADE 2 
 

Parade of Clouds
Seeing Myself Through Nature 

 

STANDARDS 
Visual Arts Content Standards 2.1.1, 1.3, 2.1, 2.3 
 
OBJECTIVES 

To look at the sky and describe it 
To draw the sky 
To draw the sky in sketchbooks 

 
MATERIALS 

Large sheet of drawing paper for each child 
Crayons 
Cotton balls 
Glue 
Sketchbooks with pencils or crayons 
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Procedure:  
Read the poem to the class. 

Parade Of Clouds 
As I lie on my back, 

Gazing up at the sky. 
I see two fleecy lambs, 

Bounding by. 

And all of a sudden, 
What do I see? 

Why, a big polar bear, 
Glaring down at me. 

Now .......... 
Ask the children what they see in the sky. 
Ask them to finish the poem above. 
Then, have them create a sky scene on paper. 
Go outside to see the cloud-filled sky and speak about what they see, for example, 
animals, people’s faces, or dragons.  Have them watch until one thing dissolves into 
another.  If it is not possible to go outdoors, show pictures of these to the children 
and discuss. 
Ask the children to create clouds on paper by pulling and stretching the cotton to 
make the shapes and things they see in the sky. 
Ask each child to speak about their clouds. 
Then the children will draw clouds in their sketchbooks. 
After clean-up, have the children draw in their sketchbooks. 

Wrap up:  
Have the students clean-up using your routine. 

Notes/Feedback: 
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Week 4: Lesson 1

GRADE 2 
 

Sandy Feet
Seeing Myself Through Nature 

 

STANDARDS 
Visual Arts Content Standards 2.1.1, 1.3, 2.1, 4.3 
 
OBJECTIVES 

To discuss sand in nature 
To make sandy feet prints 

 
MATERIALS 

Sand 
Water 
Dark color paper 
Spray glue or adhesive 
Sketchbooks with pencils and crayons 

 
Preparation: 
This may be messy. The sand prints may be made outside. 
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Procedure:  

Have students remove shoes and socks. 
Let children step in water, sand and then on paper. 
 Spray the adhesive on the paper once children have stepped away. 
While prints are drying, have children sketch their feet in their sketchbooks. 

 
Wrap up:  
Have the children clean-up using your routine. 
 
Notes/Feedback: 
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Week 4: Lesson 2

GRADE 2 
 

Large Nature Mural Creation
Seeing Myself Through Nature 

 

STANDARDS 
Visual Arts Content Standards 2.1.1, 1.3, 2.1, 2.3, 4.2 
 
OBJECTIVES 

To review the signs of nature in which the children have seen themselves 
To create a mural of scenes in nature with crayons, pencils and glued objects from 
nature 

 
MATERIALS 

Large mural paper any color 
Crayons, pencils, leaves, small sticks, flower blossoms, sand, small shells, cotton 
balls, small pinecones, sand—any materials that would help to create a scene of sky, 
earth and ocean. These might be left over from past projects or collected anew with 
a walk outdoors. 
Glue 
Sketchbooks and pencils and crayons 
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Preparation: 
Think of this as a review of the first four weeks of the children seeing themselves in 
nature. Try to think of a place where the mural might hang for the school to see. 
 
Procedure:  

Discuss the fun the children have had creating art and seeing themselves in nature. 
Tell the class that they are going to create a large mural or picture of nature. 
Assign or have the children choose if they will work on the sky, earth or ocean. 
Distribute materials and let the children create the mural. 
When finished, have the students draw their ideas of nature in their sketchbooks. 

 
Wrap up:  
Have the students clean up using your routine. 
 
Notes/Feedback: 
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Week 5: Lesson 1

GRADE 2 
 

Painting with Blended Colors
Expressing Myself Through Color 

 

STANDARDS 
Visual Arts Content Standards 2.2.2, 3.1, 3.3 

OBJECTIVES 
To blend colors using red, yellow and blue 
To create a color wheel 

MATERIALS 
Water color painting paper of at least 18” by 24” 
Water in which to soak the paper 
Red, Yellow and Blue water color paint 
Water jars with water 
Paint brushes at least ¾” in width 
Painting Boards on which to place the wet paper 
Sponges 
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Preparation: 
Soak the paper in water and then remove and place on painting boards and sponge off 
extra water. Have paint, water and brushes ready for children. 
 
Background Information:  
Two versions of the color wheel are presented here. Please choose the one that works 
best for your students. 
 
 

 

 

Procedure: 
Begin with creating a circle on paper divided into six wedges. 
Paint the first wedge red, third wedge yellow and then blend the two for orange in 
between. 
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Paint the fifth wedge blue, then blend with yellow to form green. 
Paint the sixth wedge by blending blue with red. 
Discuss the creation of each color. 

 
Wrap up:  
Have the students clean-up using your routine. 
 
Notes/Feedback: 
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Week 5: Lesson 2

GRADE 2 
 

The Sun in the Sky
Expressing Myself Through Color 

 

STANDARDS 
Visual Arts Content Standards 2.2.2, 3.1 
 
OBJECTIVES 

To paint the sun surrounded by sky 
 
MATERIALS 

Water color painting paper of at least 18” by 24” 
Water in which to soak the paper 
Red, Yellow and Blue water color paint 
Water jars with water 
Paint brushes at least ¾” in width 
Painting Boards on which to place the wet paper 
Sponges 
Sketchbooks with pencils or crayons 
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Preparation: 
Soak the paper in water and then remove and place on painting boards and sponge off 
extra water. Have paint, water and brushes ready for children. 
 
Procedure:  

The teacher speaks about the golden yellow sun in the sky surrounded by blue that 
is lightest near the sun and grows darker as it moves further away from the sun. 
The students begin by painting a bright yellow sun in the center of the paper. 
Then, the students surround the sun with pale blue paint without touching it and 
have the blue become stronger as it moves away from the sun. 
When finished, children may draw in their sketchbooks. 

 
Wrap up:  
Have the children clean-up using your routine. 
 
Notes/Feedback: 
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Week 7: Lesson 1

GRADE 2 
 

Hand Jive Installation
Expressing Myself Through Color 

 
STANDARDS 
Visual Arts Content Standards 2.2.5, 3.1, 3.3  
 
OBJECTIVES 

To create a sculpture of hands in red, orange, yellow, green, blue and purple 
 
MATERIALS 

Cardboard 
Red, yellow and blue water paint 
Scissors 
Wire 
Clean-up materials 
Sketchbook with pencils or crayons 

 
Procedure:  

Have red, yellow and blue paint set up. 
Have each child paint a hand print by brush in a blended color 
Let each child make several. 
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Once handprints are dry, cut them out and arrange with wire in the form of a 
mobile. 
Put on display at school. 
When finished, children may draw in sketchbooks. 

 
Wrap up:  
Have the children clean-up using your routine. 
 
Notes/Feedback: 
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NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade        Week 8: Lesson 2 

Background Information:  
Review with the class how they have worked with color to show feelings. This class 
provides an opportunity for each child to express him or herself with a free drawing of 
color.   
 
Procedure:  
 Ask each child to think of a beautiful color picture they would like to remember in 

paint. 
 When finished, they may draw in their sketchbooks. 
 
Wrap up:  
Have the children clean‐up using your routine. 
 
Notes/Feedback: 
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NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade        Week 9: Lesson 2 

 
Preparation: 
Soak the paper in water and then remove and place on painting boards and sponge off 
extra water. Have paint, water and brushes ready for children. 
 
Procedure:  
 Give each child a feather. Tell them that the feathers came from birds and should be 

treated with respect and that sticks come from nature and should be respected. 
 Tell the children that they will paint soft, feathery strokes on their paper and then 

use ink to paint with sticks and cotton swabs. 
 When finished, have the children discuss the look of the strokes. 
 Have students write haiku poems or poetic metaphors for what they feel, e.g., soft 

as a cloud I rest my head on. 
 The children will then draw feathers in their sketchbooks. 
 
Wrap up:  
Have the students clean‐up using your routine. 
 
Notes/Feedback: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Teacher Supplement: 
For additional information on turkeys and their feathers: 
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/nature/my‐life‐as‐a‐turkey‐wild‐turkey‐fact‐sheet/7299/ 
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NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade Week 10: Lesson 1 
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NUMII Curriculum: Art, 2nd Gradde Week 10:: Lesson 2 
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NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade Week 10: Lesson 2 
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NUMII Curriculum: Art, 2nd Gradde Week 11:: Lesson 1 
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NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade Week 11: Lesson 1 
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NUMII Curriculum: Art, 2nd Gradde Week 11:: Lesson 2 
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NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade Week 11: Lesson 2 
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NUMII Curriculum: Art, 2nd Gradde Week 12:: Lesson 1 
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NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade Week 12: Lesson 1 
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NUMII Curriculum: Art, 2nd Gradde Week 12:: Lesson 2 

52



NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade Week 12: Lesson 2 
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NUMII Curriculum: Art, 2nd Gradde Week 13:: Lesson 1 

54



NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade Week 13: Lesson 1 
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NUMII Curriculum: Art, 2nd Gradde Week 13:: Lesson 2 
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NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade Week 13: Lesson 2 
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NUMII Curriculum: Art, 2nd Gradde Week 14:: Lesson 1 
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NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade Week 14: Lesson 1 
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NUMII Curriculum: Art, 2nd Gradde Week 14:: Lesson 2 
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NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade Week 14: Lesson 2 
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NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade       Week 15: Lesson 1 

 Sketchbooks with pencils or crayons 
 
Procedure:  
 Discuss how puppets can represent members of a family 
 Discuss how puppets can tell a story about a family 
 Use markers to create faces and clothing on fabric and glue on yarn for hair and 

ribbons and buttons for clothes 
 To make a puppet stage to use to perform puppet plays with glove families. 
 To perform family puppet plays created by the children using subjects such as the 

stories of their family in nature. 
 To draw in sketchbooks. 
 
Wrap up:  
Have children clean‐up using your routine. 
 
Notes/Feedback: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Teacher Supplement: 
This article has information about using puppets with children: 
http://www.creativityinstitute.com/puppetsineducation.aspx 
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NUMII Curriculum: Art, 2nd Gradde Week 15:: Lesson 2 
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NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade Week 15: Lesson 2 
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NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade       Week 16: Lesson 1 

 
Procedure:  
 Working in groups of two, the children will discuss a place, time or feeling the 

children remember in their family. Perhaps begin with a story of your own—a trip to 
the fair, on public transportation, when the ice cream truck came around, etc. 

 Have the children draw the memory. 
 Have children write a brief version of the story. 
 Have the children tell the story to the class using costume pieces if they wish. 
 Have the children draw in sketchbooks. 
 
Wrap up:  
Have the children clean‐up using your routine. 
 
Notes/Feedback: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TEACHER SUPPLEMENT: 
The following website has information about the benefits of storytelling for children. 
http://www.storyarts.org/classroom/ 
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NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade Week 16: Lesson 2 
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NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade       Week 17: Lesson 1 

Procedure: 
 Discuss hot air balloons and show images to children. 
 Listen to the music for the song, “Up, Up and Away,” or read/sing the lyrics. 
 Tell a teacher created story about a trip in a hot air balloon. 
 Have each child draw a hot air balloon with their family seen in the balloon. 
 Draw in sketchbooks. 
 
Wrap up: 
Have children clean‐up using your routine. 
 
Notes/Feedback: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Teacher Supplement: 
Images of hot air balloons: 
https://www.google.com/search?q=art+project+ideas&biw=864&bih=416&tbm=isch&t
bo=u&source=univ&sa=X&sqi=2&pjf=1 
 
How Hot Air Balloons Work: 
http://www.virginballoonflights.co.uk/ballooning‐science.asp 
 
YouTube performance of Up, Up and Away: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=5akEgsZSfhg 
 

"Up, Up And Away" Lyrics 

Wouldn't you like to ride in my beautiful balloon? 
Wouldn't you like to glide in my beautiful balloon? 
We could float among the stars together, you and I 

For we can fly 
 

Up, up and away in my beautiful, my beautiful balloon 
 

The world's a nicer place in my beautiful balloon 
It wears a nicer face in my beautiful balloon 

We can sing a song and sail along the silver sky 
For we can fly 

 
Up, up and away in my beautiful, my beautiful balloon 
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NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade       Week 17: Lesson 1 

Suspended under a twilight canopy 
We'll search the clouds for a star to guide us on 
If by some chance you find yourself loving me 

We'll find a cloud to hide us, keep the moon beside us 
 

Love is waiting there in my beautiful balloon 
Way up in the air in my beautiful balloon 

If you'll hold my hand we'll chase your dreams across the sky 
For we can fly 

 
Up, up and away in my beautiful, my beautiful balloon 

Up and away, up, up and away, up, up and away 
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NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade       Week 17: Lesson 2 

Read Origami with Rachel Katz (See Teacher Supplement) 
 
Procedure:  
 Discuss the art of origami. 
 Create ocean scenes on drawing paper. 
 Fold origami sailboats for every member of each family. 
 Glue the sailboats onto the scene in order of age or role in family. 
 Draw in sketchbooks. 
 
Wrap up:  
Have children clean‐up using your routine. 
 
Notes/Feedback: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Teacher Supplement: 
YouTube segment with instructions for origami folding to create a sailboat: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FFwcRP6CzRE 
 
This website has information about origami: 
http://www.origamiwithrachelkatz.com/origami/origami.php 
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NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade       Week 18: Lesson 1 

 Scrap paper 
 Crayons 
 Sketchbooks 
 
Background Information:  
Asian name painting is an art that decorates letters of one’s name withrainbow pictures, 
Hawaiian flowers, fish, birds, animals, exotic birds and dolphins. The idea is to illustrate 
the person’s name with their gifts which may be similar to qualities of animals, flowers 
and other objects in nature. A YouTube example is listed in the Teacher Supplement. 
 
Procedure:  
 To print last names on scrap paper 
 To  show  examples  of  name  paintings  from  YouTube  or  other  sources  and  discuss 

how their gifts and talents can be represented by animals, flowers or other things in 
nature. 

 To paint last names on painting paper to stretch across the entire paper 
 When paint dries, decorate letters with signs of nature 
 Draw in sketchbooks 
 
Wrap up:  
Have students clean‐up using your routine. 
 
Notes/Feedback: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Teacher Supplement: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ygey2FKOQeI 
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NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade Week 18: Lesson 2 
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NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade Week 18: Lesson 2 
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NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade       Week 19: Lesson 1 

Procedure:  
 Discuss the things each child’s family likes to do. 
 Create a collage of things each child’s family likes to do. 
 Display and discuss the collages. 
 Write haikus about the things the families like to do. 
 Draw in sketchbooks. 
 
Wrap up: 
Have children clean up using your routine. 
 
Notes/Feedback: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Teacher Supplement: 
http://www.rookiemag.com/2012/03/collaging‐for‐beginners/ 
 
How To Write a Haiku: 
http://www.creative‐writing‐now.com/how‐to‐write‐a‐haiku.html 
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NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade       Week 19: Lesson 2 

 
Procedure: 
 Discuss installation art with the children. They may remember an earlier class that 

had an exhibit that they left up for others to see. 
 Play the YouTube video of Andy Goldsworthy (See Teacher Supplement). 
 Have children create an outdoor installation piece. If not possible, have them create 

a piece indoors. The piece should reflect something about themselves. 
 Have a discussion about how they showed their family in the installation. 
 Photography the installation and display photographs in the classroom. 
 Draw in sketchbooks. 
 
Wrap up:  
Have children clean‐up using your routine. 
 
Notes/Feedback: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Teacher Supplement: 
This website contains information about installation art. 
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/installation+art 
 
This YouTube video called, “Rivers and Tides” has information from Andy Goldsworthy, 
an installation artist about his work. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f7sZv4_0Fxg 
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NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade       Week 20: Lesson 1 

 Have each student create a model of the home in which they live. 
 Draw in sketchbooks. 
 
Wrap up:  
Have children clean‐up using your routine. 
 
Notes/Feedback: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Teacher Supplement: 
Show this YouTubevideo of homes around the world: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mVoLH7DLqaI 
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NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade       Week 20: Lesson 2 

Procedure:  
 Meet tour guides at entrance and follow. 
 Discuss the exhibit and connect the paintings seen with the life work or job of the 

artist. 
 After the guided tour, have students sit where permitted and sketch their favorite 

painting. 
 
Wrap up:  
Have children pick up all of their materials when leaving the museum. 
 
Notes/Feedback: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Teacher Supplement: 
This website has information about taking children to art museums: 
http://arts.gov/art‐works/2014/preparing‐children‐art‐museums 
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NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade       Week 21: Lesson 1 

 
Procedure:  
 Introduce the idea of Family Trees. 
 Have each child cut two identical felt trees. 
 Then have each child cut a leaf large enough to write a name on it. 
 Have each child sew the tree together, using a blanket stitch, (see Teacher 

Supplement) stuff and close‐up the sewing. 
 Then have each child sew on a leaf with the name of a family member written on it. 
 Draw in sketchbooks. 
 
Wrap up: 
Have class clean‐up using your routine. 
 
Notes/Feedback: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Teacher Supplement: 
For information on what a Family Tree is: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Family_tree 
 
Instructions for blanket stitch: 
http://www.holiday‐crafts‐and‐creations.com/how‐to‐do‐blanket‐stitch.html 
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NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade       Week 21: Lesson 2 

 
Procedure:  
 Review that a child’s last name is also called a family name. 
 Using felt approximately 8 ½ by 11”, have each child write their letter on the felt 

filling the felt. 
 Once felt is cut, have each child sew a blanket stitch (see Teacher Supplement) 

around the perimeter of the letter. 
 Draw in sketchbooks. 
 
Wrap up:  
Have class clean‐up using your routine. 
 
Notes/Feedback: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Teacher Supplement: 
Instructions for blanket stitch: 
http://www.holiday‐crafts‐and‐creations.com/how‐to‐do‐blanket‐stitch.html 
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NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade       Week 22: Lesson 1 

 Sketchbooks and crayons or pencils 
 
Procedure: 
 Discuss how nature is present in the community 
 Take a walk outdoors or hear teacher’s detailed and imagination filled story of a 

walk in the community pointing out nature. (See Teacher Supplement) 
 If that is not possible, create an indoor nature field. 
 Each child will create a 3D scene (or diorama) of nature in the community. 
 Each child will create a haiku poem about nature. (See Teacher Supplement) 
 Draw in sketchbooks. 
 
Wrap up:  
Have students clean‐up using your routine. 
 
Notes/Feedback: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Teacher Supplement: 
This article talks about the importance of nature to children: 
This article explains how to write a haiku poem: 
http://outdoornation.org.uk/2013/02/12/the‐importance‐of‐access‐to‐nature‐for‐
children/ 
 
http://www.creative‐writing‐now.com/how‐to‐write‐a‐haiku.html 
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NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade       Week 22: Lesson 2 

 Glue 
 
Procedure:  
 Discuss how insects are a part of nature and in every community. 
 Discuss which insects the children have seen. 
 Have children work together to create a community nature scene with bugs. 

(See Teacher Supplement for photos of insects) 
 Have children cut out photos of bugs or create bugs by cutting shapes of bugs from 

other photos that are not bugs per se. 
 Draw in sketchbooks. 
 
 
Wrap up:  
Have children clean‐up using your routine. 
 
Notes/Feedback: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Teacher Supplement:  
This website will give you pictures of insects for the class: 
http://www.insectidentification.org/ 
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NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade       Week 23: Lesson 1 

Preparation: 
In this project, small groups will be painting and using crayons on the mural while other 
groups are working in their sketchbooks. Plan your groups ahead of the activity. 
 
Procedure:  
 Discuss what images of color are in the school neighborhood—color of sky, ground, 

buildings, sun, signs, cars, trees and such. 
 Assign children in groups and start working on the mural with the first groups while 

those who are waiting draw in their sketchbooks. 
 First do the big painting of sky and ground and then let other groups add the details 

of the community in color crayons. 
 Display the finished mural for the class to see. 
 Draw in sketchbooks. 
 
Wrap up:  
Have children clean‐up using your routine. 
 
Notes/Feedback: 
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NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade       Week 23: Lesson 2 

 Black board white board or easel paper 
 Sketchbooks 
 
Preparation: 
Know the community around the school in order to help the children name the sights. 
 
Procedure:  
 Discuss community and what it means. 
 List things in the community to put on map. 
 In small groups, have the children draw a map of their community. 
 Create a rhyme of color words and write on the board or paper to read. 
 Draw in sketchbooks. 
 
Wrap up:  
Have the children clean‐up using your routine. 
 
Notes/Feedback: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Teacher Supplement: 
This PowerPoint has information about map making with children: 
ftp://ftp.itc.nl/pub/pgis/PGIS%20Articles/Mapping%20with%20children/Sobel%20Mapmaking‐
%20with%20Children%20ppt.pdf 
 
This article has more information about map making: 
http://eelink.net/eetap/info112.pdf 
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NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade       Week 24: Lesson 1 

work. Explain how the wet cloth may be used to moisten the clay or to wipe up pieces 
that fall. Have the clay boards set up for the class with clay already in a ball on the 
board. 
 
Procedure:  
 Discuss how buildings look in the community. 
 Imagine how buildings might look in the future—like a ball, like a tree, like the 

moon… 
 Show the class the photos of futuristic buildings from the Teacher Supplement or 

other sources. 
 Explain how you want the children to work with the clay 
 Model a futuristic building with an unusual shape. 
 Draw in sketchbooks 
 
Wrap up:  
Have children clean‐up using your new clay/plasticine routine. 
 
Notes/Feedback: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Teacher Supplement: 
The following are images of futuristic buildings already in existence for you to see or 
share with your class: 
http://www.weather.com/science/news/futuristic‐buildings‐around‐world‐photos 
http://twistedsifter.com/2012/05/25‐incredible‐concert‐halls‐around‐the‐world/ 
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NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade       Week 24: Lesson 2 

 
Procedure:  
 In groups of two, discuss a place, time or feeling the children remembers in their 

community. Perhaps begin with a story of your own—a trip to the fair, on public 
transportation, when the ice cream truck came around, etc. 

 Have the children draw the memory. 
 Have the children tell the story to the class using costume pieces if they wish. 
 Have the class guess the name of the place in their community. 
 Have the children draw in sketchbooks. 
 
Wrap up:  
Have the children clean‐up using your routine. 
 
Notes/Feedback: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Teacher Supplement: 
The following website has information about the benefits of storytelling for children: 
http://www.storyarts.org/classroom/ 
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NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade       Week 25: Lesson 1 

 Blue, red and yellow water color paint 
 Water jars 
 Paint brushes at least ¾” in width 
 YouTube accessibility 
 Sketchbooks with pencils or crayons 
 
Background Information:  
In this lesson, the children will hear sounds from nature and paint what they hear and 
feel in the sounds and music. 
 
Procedure:  
 To listen to a sample of the sounds and music the children will paint to. 
 To paint in silence what they “see” in the sounds and music. 
 To draw in sketchbooks. 
 
Wrap up:  
Clean‐up using your routine. 
 
Notes/Feedback: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

105



 
 
 

NUMI

 
 
STAN
CCSS 
VACS
 
OBJE
 T

b
 T
 T
 T
 T
 
MAT
 C
 G
 A
 M
 S

I Curriculum: 

NDARDS 
2 SL 1a, b, c

S 2 2.1, 2.3, 2

CTIVES 
o tell the cla
ook 
o discuss ho
o have each
o have each
o draw in sk

ERIALS 
ardboard or

Glue 
Assorted natu
Markers for w
ketchbooks 

Art, 2nd Grad

c, 4 
2.5 

ass a story of

ow nature ch
 child tell a s
 child create
ketchbooks 

r similar back

ural materia
writing 
and crayons

de  

f a teacher’s

hanges in eac
story of thei
e a nature co

king 

ls 

s 

 

s experience

ch season, a
r experience
ollage that te

Wee

Nat
Seeing

e in nature o

autumn, win
e in nature i
ells their sea

 Week 25:

ek 25: L
G

ture as 
g My World Th

r an experie

ter, spring o
n the curren
asonal natur

: Lesson 2 

Lesson 2
GRADE 2

I See It
hrough Natur

ence from a 

or summer 
nt season 
re story 

2 

2 
 
 

t! 
re 

 

106



 
 
 

NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade       Week 25: Lesson 2 

Procedure:  
 Teacher tells a story of being in nature. 
 Teacher leads a discussion of how nature changes in each season. 
 Each child tells a story of being in nature in the current season. 
 Each child creates a nature collage to tell their story. 
 Each child writes a sentence on their collage about their story 
 Draw in sketchbooks. 
 
Wrap up:  
 Have children clean‐up using your routine. 
 
Notes/Feedback: 
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NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade       Week 26: Lesson 1 

Procedure:  
 Discuss the history of Chinese paper lanterns. 
 To decorate the paper that will be used for lanterns with Chinese characters. (See 

Teacher Supplement) 
 Create colorful lanterns following the steps listed in the Teacher Supplement. 
 Discuss how colorful lanterns bring light and color into the world. 
 Draw in sketchbooks. 
 
Wrap up:  
Have children clean‐up using your routine. 
 
Notes/Feedback: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Teacher Supplement: 
The History of Paper Lanterns: 
http://www.historyoflamps.com/lantern‐history/history‐of‐paper‐lanterns/ 
 
Chinese letters to use to decorate lanterns: 
www.google.com/search?q=chinese+letter+drawing&biw=1123&bih=528&tbm=isch&i
mgil=073j3laKOCJfyM%253A%253BIP 
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NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade       Week 26: Lesson 1 

Directions for making Chinese paper lanterns 
Step 1:  
 

 
 
Step 2:  
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NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade       Week 26: Lesson 1 

Step 3:  
 

 
 
Step 4:  
 

 
 
Step 5:  
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NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade       Week 26: Lesson 1 

 
Step 6:  
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NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade       Week 26: Lesson 2 

 Ask the children where they have seen earth, water, fire and air. 
 Explain that they will create tissue ball collages with the elements in mind. 
 Explain that they will use tissue paper balled up in small balls to glue on the 

background. 
 Display for all to see and talk about the colors of the elements. 
 Draw in sketchbooks. 
 
Wrap up: 
Have students clean‐up using your routine. 
 
Notes/Feedback: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TEACHER SUPPLEMENT: 
For information about the elements see this website: 
http://www.hometrainingtools.com/a/four‐elements 
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NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade       Week 27: Lesson 1 

 Sketchbooks with pencils or crayons 
 
Procedure:  
 Discuss trees in the world and their limbs with bends and twists. 
 Discuss silhouettes. 
 Ask the children if they have seen a full moon and discuss how it looks and how it 

makes things look on Earth. 
 Introduce work with charcoal and have the students create a circle shape of white 

full moon by blackening the rest of the paper. See sample in Teacher Supplement. 
 Have students carefully paint a tree with bent limbs over the charcoal. 
 Draw in sketchbooks. 
 
Wrap up: 
Have students clean‐up using your routine. 
 
Notes/Feedback: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Teacher Supplement: 
Definition of silhouette to help discussion with students: 
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/silhouette 
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NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade       Week 27: Lesson 2 

Preparation: 
Have many colorful paper geometric shapes ready or have template of these shapes for 
the children to trace and cut with scissors. 
 
Procedure:  
 Show children paper circles, squares and triangles and discuss the qualities of these 

geometric shapes. 
 Show children samples of animal collages created with paper geometric shapes. 
 Have children used pre‐cut geometric shapes or have them use templates to trace 

and cut out their own. 
 Have children create animal collages on paper. 
 Draw in sketchbooks. 
 
Wrap up:  
Have children clean‐up using your routine. 
 
Notes/Feedback: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Teacher Supplement: 
Idea samples: 
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NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade       Week 28: Lesson 1 

 Display work. 
 Draw in sketchbooks. 
 
Wrap up:  
Have children clean‐up using your routine. 
 
 
Notes/Feedback: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Teacher Supplement: 

God's Eyes 
 

 

Ojo de Dios or Eye of God Huichol Indians of Mexico and 
the Aymara Indians of Bolivia weave brightly colored yarn 
on a simple frame of crossed sticks to make a design called 
"Ojo de Dios" or "Eye of God". Make one for yourself. In 
Mexico, The central eye was made when a child was born. 
Each year, a bit of yarn was added until the child turned 
five at which point the Ojo was complete.  

 

 
 
 

Steps 

 

1 Place 2 sticks together to form an X. This is the frame for the God's Eye.  
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NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade       Week 28: Lesson 1 

 

2. Diagonally wrap one side 4 times, then do the opposite side 4 times so it's secure. 

 

3. Hold the frame in one hand and keep the sticks in place. 

 

4. With the other hand, wrap the yarn over and around one arm of the X, then over 
and around the next arm, and so on. Pull the yarn tightly each time and push the yarn 
down snugly toward the center.  
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NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade       Week 28: Lesson 1 

 

5. Continue working this way until the God's Eye is completed. 
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NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade       Week 28: Lesson 2 

 Sketchbooks with pencils or crayons 
 
Background Information:  
Some of  Frida  Kahlo’s  paintings  are  too  hard  for  children  of  this  age.  I  have  included 
samples  of  paintings  that  include  nature  and  are  better  suited  for  second  grade 
students. 
 
Procedure:  
 Discuss the story of Frida Kahlo. 
 Show the class copies of the paintings included with this lesson. 
 Have the children choose one of the paintings to copy. 
 Draw in sketchbooks. 
 
Wrap up:  
Have class clean‐up using your routine. 
 
Notes/Feedback: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Teacher Supplement: 
Use this website for biographical information about Frida Kahlo 
http://mom.me/latina‐mom/13259‐free‐frida‐kahlo‐printable‐coloring‐activity/ 
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NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade       Week 28: Lesson 2 
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NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade       Week 29: Lesson 1 

 
Procedure:  
 Tell the story of Dali. 
 Show the children paintings of Dali. 
 Using various materials, the children will create clocks as shown in the painting to 

place on the one larger printed copy of Persistent Memory. 
 Display and discuss. 
 Draw in sketchbooks. 
 
Wrap up:  
Have class clean‐up using your routine. 
 
Notes/Feedback: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Teacher Supplement: 
This website has complete information about Dali including his paintings and biography: 
http://www.virtualdali.com/ 
 
This website has information about surrealism: 
http://www.ducksters.com/history/art/surrealism.php 
 

The Persistence of Memory 
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NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade       Week 29: Lesson 1 
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NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade       Week 29: Lesson 1 

 

129



 
 
 

NUMI

 
 
OBJE
 T
 T
 T
 
MAT
 D
 P
 C
 S
 
Proce
 D
 S
 In

re
 In

w

I Curriculum: 

CTIVES 
o discuss the
o study his p
o create a co

ERIALS 
Drawing Pape
encil 
olor Marker
ketchbooks 

edure: 
Discuss the b
how the clas
nstruct class 
epeat on the
n triangle 1, 
whole triangl

Art, 2nd Grad

e biography 
painting, I an
olorful draw

er 

rs 

iography of 
ss the Chaga
to draw a p
e right side f
the children
e. 

de  

of Marc Cha
nd the Villag
wing based o

Marc Chaga
all painting, I
pencil line fro
forming an X
n should draw

 

agall 
ge 
n Chagall’s, 

all. 
I and the Vill
om top left c
X on the page
w the face o

Wee

Expressing

I and the Vil

lage. 
corner to bo
e. 
of a person in

 Week 29:

ek 29: L
G

Marc 
g Art History 

llage 

ottom right c

n profile, fill

: Lesson 2 

Lesson 2
GRADE 2

Chagal
Through Colo

corner and 

ing the 

2 

2 
 
 

ll 
or 

 

130



 
 
 

NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade       Week 29: Lesson 2 

 In the opposite triangle, the children should draw the profile of an animal. 
 In the third triangle, they should draw what the person is thinking about. 
 In the fourth triangle, they should draw what the animal is thinking about. 
 Finally, they should darken the pencil lines, except for the X, and color in the page as 

they wish. 
 Discuss the drawings. 
 Draw in sketchbooks. 
 
Wrap up:  
Have class clean‐up using your routine. 
 
Notes/Feedback: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Teacher Supplement: 
http://www.theartstory.org/artist‐chagall‐marc.htm 
 
 
I and the Village‐ Artist: Marc Chagall‐Date: 1911 
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NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade       Week 29: Lesson 2 

Daydreaming with Chagall  
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NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade       Week 30: Lesson 1 

 Display busts. 
 Draw in sketchbooks. 
 
Wrap up:  
Have class clean‐up using your routine. 
 
Notes/Feedback: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Teacher Supplement: 
For basic information about AncientEgyptian Art. 
http://www.ducksters.com/history/art/ancient_egyptian_art.php 
 
For information about King Tutankhamun: 
http://www.biography.com/people/king‐tut‐9512446 
 
Tutankhamen 
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NUMI Curriculum: Art, 2nd Grade       Week 30: Lesson 2 

Preparation: 
Watch the YouTube video listed in the Teacher Supplement. 
 
Procedure: 
 Tell the class about cartouche and how they were used in Ancient Egypt.  
 Following steps on video to create cartouche. 
 Draw in sketchbooks. 
 
Wrap up:  
Have class clean‐up using your routine. 
 
Notes/Feedback: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Teacher Supplement: 
This website has information on what cartouches are. 
http://www.ancientegypt.co.uk/pharaoh/explore/carto_b1.html 
 
This is a seven‐minute video that explains in detail how to make a cartouche. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0mTAeTMcDfE 
 
The chart from which to create letters of the children’s names. 
http://www.greatscott.com/down/hiero_chart.pdf 
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